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Princesses and Heroes: 
A Look at Disney Animated Films' Effect on Gender 
Stereotypes 
Jennifer Rodrigues 
Throughout the world, a staple of 
childhood is the viewing of classic 
animated films created by the Walt 
Disney Corporation . These tales 
stretch across every medium of 
media, infecting children with the 
unreali stic body types of Disney 
Princesses . Not only are the 
princesses featu red in the films and 
television shows they watch, but 
princesses are featured on everything 
from clothing and backpacks to toys 
and pencils. Since these ideals and values of 
following one's 
heart and believing 
in dreams. 
However, there are 
secret messages 
being taught to 
children through 
these fairytale 
family films. For 
millions of kids 
throughout the 
world, Disney 
animated films 
serve as the 
introduction of 
"This not 
because she is 
the most 
images are often the 
first examples of 
·'beauty" you ng girls 
see. they begin to feel 
this is what they are 
supposed to look like. 
The problem is the body 
type of a princess is 
incredibly unrealistic 
and unhealthy. All of 
the princesses have 
incredibly small waists, 
flowing , shiny hair, and 
tall, slender physiques. 
intelligent in 
the land, but 
because she is 
the most 
beautiful." 
interaction between the different 
genders, but the message being sent 
is not always a positive one. Disney 
films have been sending subliminal 
messages about specific gender 
stereotypes to children through their 
animated films , including the way 
women and men should look and act, 
how the social hierarchy is structured 
in terms of gender and what happily 
ever after means for males and 
females. 
For starters , young girls are 
bombarded with the image of the 
In addition to princesses 
simply possessing the looks of 
supermodels, their beauty is often 
seen as the most important quality, 
above personality and intelligence. 
For example, in Snow White and the 
Seven Dwwfs, the evil Queen seeks 
to kill Snow White . This is not 
because she is the most intelligent in 
the land. but because she is the most 
beautiful. Also, in Beauty and the 
Be<ISI, ··Belle loves to read and is 
portrayed as independent. Her beauty 
is celebrated but her intellect is 
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Belle is seen as odd by the 
townspeople because she enjoys 
reading books and has chosen to 
reject the advances of town 
heartthrob, Gaston. Also in these 
films, beauty is seen as important 
through the reactions of the male 
characters; according to Tobin, "The 
princes fall in love with the women 
with very little more than glimpses of 
them'· (29). Children take in these 
subliminal messages and begin to 
believe that being a beautiful woman 
is more important than being an 
intelligent one. 
Girls are not the only ones 
receiving messages about their 
looks from these films. Young 
boys are also constantly looking at 
images of what it means to be a 
man and a hero . Almost every male 
lead in a Disney animated film 
takes the role of hero and rescuer , 
and they have the body to match . 
These male characters are drawn 
with incredibly manly features 
including broad shoulders, 
muscular arms and chest, and 
chiseled facial features. Most, if 
not all , of these characters also 
demonstrate various acts of 
strength such as combat and sword 
fighting. As an example , Hercules , 
from the animated film of the same 
name , only becomes successful 
after he completed a grueling 
training program and achieves the 
body of a professional 
bodybuilder. There are other 
characters, such as Captain John 
Smith (Pocahontas),Prince Phillip 
(Sleeping Beauty) and Tarzan 
(Tar:an) who are seen as heroes and 
above others in their society because 
of their strength and equally 
impressive appearance. On the 
opposing side, male characters not 
possessing these quali ties are 
typically seen as villains. sidekicks, 
or le s intelligent figures (Towbin 
30). Young boys take in these 
images of what it means to be a 
strong male and get the same idea 
young girls looking at princesses 
get; these unrealistic bodies are what 
they are supposed to look like. 
In addition to young boys being 
influenced by the appearance of 
male characters in these films, one 
study found that the attitudes of 
these characters are also very 
influential. The study found that in 
most movies, the male characters 
would never express emotion; they 
would use their strength and express 
violence instead (Towbin 28). When 
many of the male leads became 
angry or things did not go their way, 
they would react by yelling at other 
characters or fighting . For example, 
when Belle refuses to eat dinner 
with the Beast, his reaction is to yell 
at her and say she will not eat if it is 
not with him. Likewise, when 
Hercules is told he has not yet 
proven himself to be a hero worthy 
of living on Mount Olympus, he 
pounds his fists on the ground 
breaking the tile of the temple he is 
in . The studies show when it comes 
to the traits of being "physically 
strong, unemotional, or inspiring 
fear, these characteristics were more 
common among the princes" 
(England I). This will 
subconsciously encourage boys to 
express themselves through violence 
instead of using words to express 
emotion. 
While males' actions are seen as 
temper-driven and violent, the 
actions of females in Disney movies 
are judged in an entirely different 
way . In the classic an imated films , 
the lead female characters wou ld be 
incredibly passive in their act ions . 
They never put themse lves directly 
in the action of a storyline . In fact , in 
many of the first film s, the female 
lead is complete ly passive waiting to 
be rescued; Princess Aurora and 
Snow White are actually asleep 
while waiting to be rescued by their 
respective princes (England I). If 
they are not asleep, many characters, 
such as Cinderel la, are still more 
concerned with complet ing their 
household duties than saving the day. 
While it can be said that in more 
recent Disney films, such as The 
Princess and the Frog , the female 
lead has taken a stronger role in the 
action and may actually perform the 
final ·'rescue." these newer films 
have yet to make thei r mark on 
popular culture like the classics have . 
These stories are viewed by every 
generation, showcasing females as 
passive characters who are more 
concerned with domestic work than 
adventures,encouragi ng girls to 
remain passive throughout their 
lives. 
Moving past looks and attitude, 
through these films Disney is 
portraying that society is a man ' s 
world and women are simply trying 
to live in it. One aspect of Disney 
films that is widely criticized is the 
role of mothers ; in the majority of the 
films , one or both of the main 
characters have an absent or deceased 
mother. Other times, the mother 
figure is seen as evil , such as the 
Wicked Queen in Snow White or the 
Evil Stepmother in Cinderella. These 
portrayals, or lack thereof, only add 
to the patriarchal , masculine driven 
society in which these stories are told . 
Every story takes place in a society 
that is run by a male (Ward 120). 
Whether it is a male king, male lion, 
or male general, it is a constant 
struggle for many of the female 
characters to portray independence 
and strength , an important message to 
send out to the youth who watch the 
films. In today 's society, it is 
encouraged that the genders be 
created equal , but through these 
children 's films , the message of male 
dominance is being sent in large 
quantities to impressionable minds . 
There are also examples of times 
when women could have been 
showcased as leaders in their 
societies, but the film does not place 
them in those positions. Firstly, in 
The lion King , Simba 's mother is 
present throughout the entire film. In 
most royal societies, it can be argued 
that if the king dies, the queen could 
take the throne until her son is of age; 
that is not what occurs in the popular 
film. As explained by Ward, 
"Although she (Sarab i) is the mate of 
the king, she has no authority in 
ruling the Pride Lands. When Mufasa 
s 
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is killed and Simba leaves, it is the 
male Scar who takes the reins of 
power'' ( 120). Another example of a 
queen with no power can be seen in 
the film , Hercules . While there were 
many liberties taken with the 
creation of the animated version of 
this Greek myth, one of them can 
include Hera, Zeus's wife and 
Queen of the Gods. In Ancient 
Greece, Hera was seen as a powerful 
woman wi th a large following, yet in 
this film she has no voice and no 
power compared to her husband 
(Ward 120). Likewise, no princess 
ends a film without a man by her 
side, even if she is the daughter of 
the ruler. This sends a very 
interesti ng message to children that 
a woman does not rule on her own . 
Another example of male 
dominated society in Disney films 
is showcased through the various 
levels of control fathers have over 
their daughters, or males have over 
fema les . Almost all of the female 
characters face some fom1 of control 
placed upon them by their fathers. In 
The Little Mermaid, King Triton 
refuses to let Ariel explore the 
human world. Pocahontas ' s father 
tells her she must marry a warrior 
from the tribe even if she does not 
love him. Another great example of 
men contro lling a woman's life can 
be seen in Aladdin . Princess Jasmine 
is often seen as one of the most 
strong-wi lled and independent of the 
Disney Princesses, but that may not 
be ent irely true . Throughout the 
film , her decisions are almost 
entirely controlled by men. Her 
fathe r and 
his advisor are on a search for the man 
she will one day marry, and Aladdin 
uses the Genie· s magic to become a 
prince she will be unable to resist. In 
this film. "Jasmine ' s life is almost 
completely defined by men , and , in 
the end , her happi ness is ensured by 
Aladdin ," another man (Giroux 100). 
These story lines led to boys thinking 
they should be able to control the li ves 
and deci sions of their female 
counterparts; it also leads gi rl s to 
think that form of contro l is 
acceptable as long as they are happy 
in the end . 
In recent years , Disney has tried to 
create strong female characters meant 
to shine in a still male dominated 
world. After further study , however, 
their attempts have appeared to fail. 
One of the fi rst female leads to be 
seen as strong and independent was 
Belle from Beauty and the Beast. 
Belle is smart. beautiful and 
courageous. She sacrifices her own 
freedom to save the life of her father 
and teaches the Beast to love , 
breaking the spell. While all of that is 
true, according to Giroux . she is also 
s imply a tool for men to use and 
"simply becomes another woman 
whose life is valued for solving a 
man ' s problem" (101 ). Throughout 
the film, the Beast knows that he must 
win Belle 's love if he is ever to 
become human again , so he needs her 
to love him . Ultimately . " Belle is less 
the focus of the film than a prop" used 
as a so lution to the Beast ' s problem 
(G iroux IO 1). A second fi Im that was 
used as an example of a strong female 
is the title character from the fi lm 
Mula11 . Mulan is a Ch inese woman . 
who dresses as a man and jo ins 
the army so her father wifl nor 
have ro. She trains alongside a ll 
of the other men in rhe army 
and , eventually , Mulan saves the 
Emperor of China and her 
country. Thi s would appear to be 
a strong message to send ro 
young girls, but in actuality 
Mulan is only ab le to learn the 
skills to save the day when she 
becomes a man . 
films, the male goals and rhe female 
goals to get to the happy ending are 
very different. For males, they are 
still portrayed "as physicall y 
aggressi ve, non-expressive and as 
heroic saviors" (Towbin 35) . Their 
ultimate goal is to save the day. 
prove their strength and be rewarded 
for it. Aladdin is rewarded by being 
allowed to marry the princess and no 
longer live on the streets . Hercules is 
allowed to return 
Her disguise 
takes her out of 
the female 
gender mak ing 
any id ea of a 
strong woman 
disappear 
(Giroux I 03). 
This idea of a 
male dominated 
society is a 
"The idea of the 
happily ever 
after is 
embedded in 
to Mount Ol ympus 
and become 
immortal. 
Typically , the 
reward g iven to 
males will in some 
way raise their 
soc ial standing or 
improve their life . 
This message tells 
young boys that 
they are supposed 
to save the day , 
and they will be 
handsomely 
very dangerous 
message to 
every child's 
mind, male or 
female." 
send to 
children . It 
allows boys to think that they 
are better than gir ls and have the 
right to control their actions or 
use them for their own 
advantage. On the other hand, it 
makes girls feel they are always 
going to be second best , and that 
if they are ever to succeed they 
need to act as males. 
Fina lly, the ending of these films 
is another controversial issue when 
thinking about the influence these 
films have over chi ldren. The idea 
of the happily ever after is 
embedded in every chi ld 's mind , 
ma le or female. According to these 
rewarded for it. 
While males are encouraged to 
act in a way that could save 
society or the life of another, a 
female ' s happy ending consists of 
one thing , finding true love. This 
can be seen in almost every 
animated film Disney has made. 
Snow White and Sleepin g Beauty 
are awakened by true love ' s kiss. 
Jasmine is finally al lowed to 
marry Aladdin even though he is 
not a prince. Belle falls in love 
with the Beast , turnin g him into a 
handsome prince to marry . Eve n 
Mulan, who has just saved her 
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country from war, is rewarded by 
··catching the handsome son of a 
general " (Giroux 102). The most 
obvious example of this ultimate 
goal can be seen in The Little 
Mermaid. Ariel is granted a pair of 
legs by the sea witch so she can go 
on land to try and win the heart of 
Prince Eric. The twist is she must 
win the guy by giving up her voice, 
taking away her intelligence and 
personality. Ariel literally sacrifices 
everything that makes her who she 
is by giving up her true physical 
appearance and her voice, all to win 
a man . In the end, Eric does fall in 
love with Ariel, but it is she who 
sacrifices her life in the ocean to live 
with him on land (Giroux 99). These 
are all examples of female 
characters who felt the most 
important thing for them to find in 
the end was love, but the message 
being sent to little girls is that to be 
happy in life all they need is a 
personal Prince Charming. 
Disney animated films have 
become a mandatory rite of passage 
for children of all ages, and with a 
new animated film coming out each 
year and old favorites being 
rereleased on a regular basis, they 
are not disappearing. These films 
present many inspirational messages 
for children to learn but there is also 
the chance this popular fom1 of 
media is teaching false stereotypes 
of genders. Chi ldren feel that since 
these characters are seen as beautiful 
or handsome and strong, the image 
they see on screen is what they are 
supposed to look and act like, even 
if that is not the case. Messages of a 
dominant ma le society in which 
females have little to no power can 
also infect the minds of young boys 
and girls, making one feel superior 
over the other. There are also 
messages of ma les being controlling 
and tasked with the job of saving the 
world, while little girls should only be 
concerned with finding a prince. This 
is a spe ll that needs to be broken ; 
children need to be taught that there is 
no stereotype for what makes a man 
manl y or what it means to be a girl. 
Since Disney films are a powerful 
teach ing tool, it is a necessity that 
newer films being released will 
feature better portrayals of the genders 
to match the ever changing society we 
live in. 
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A Postmodernistic Look at the Harry Potter Series 
Michael Slavin 
There are many literary theories 
in our world today, which help us 
understand the great works of art that 
make up our cannon . For example, 
feminism , Marxism, individualism, 
Potter by J .K Rowling. The first 
way in which Harry Potter can be 
seen as an allusion to World War IT 
is by taking a look at the characters 
in the novel and comparing them to 
" ... both 
realism. romanticism, 
modernism. and 
postmodernism: all of 
these theories were 
created to help 
readers discern what 
authors were trying to 
say in their works of 
art. Postmodern ism 
started shaping up 
during World War Ir, 
predominately in 
black humor fiction 
writers such as Kurt 
Vonnegut (Wandler 
416). Postmodernism 
characters 
are the 
catalysts, 
vvhich began 
the wars that 
the major players in 
the war. Yoldemo1t is 
the main antagonist 
throughout the series, 
;he is constantly 
trying to kill Harry 
and enslave the 
wizarding and muggle 
world under his 
influence. Yoldemort 
can be seen as Hitler 
in World War II for a 
number of reasons. 
First, there is the fact 
that both characters 
are the catalysts, 
which began the wars 
threatened 
their 
in a broad "\rvorlds." sense, 
" re fers to contents 
strategies, and sty les of wntmg in 
which the ways of history, culture , 
language. identi ty, knowledge, and 
often the ve ry idea of the written text 
itself_ are cal led to question within 
the narrative." ("'Postmodernism" 
189). Even though Postmodernism 
started between 1950 and 1960, the 
theory i~ still being used today m 
literature . Through the theory of 
postmodernism. one can see a 
parallel between World War II and 
the popular literary series Harry 
that threatened their 
worlds. The second comparison 
between the two characters is that 
Yoldemort and Hitler both were 
related to the groups they were 
fighting against. Yoldemort ' s war 
was against the race known as 
"halfbloods" and "muggles."'•Yes 
that was Tom Riddle senior, the 
handsome muggle who used to go 
riding past the Gaunt cottage and for 
whom Merope gaunt cherished a 
secret, burning passion; · (Harry 
Pouer and ihe Half Blood Prince 
212). However , the reader finds out 
later in the six th Harry Poller book . 
The Half Blood Prince, Voldemort's 
father was actually a "muggle.·· 
which makes Voldemort a 
··haltblood ," the group he despises 
and wishes to extenninate. This can 
be compared to Hitler because he 
was thought to have Jewish ancestry 
in his blood; however, it was never 
fully proven. 
Another comparison between two 
groups can be seen between "The 
Death Eaters" and Hitler 's S .S. Both 
groups were made of people who 
had as much hatred for the opposite 
races , as their leader. "The Death 
Eaters" did Voldemort 's dirty work. 
whether it was trying to invade 
Hogwarts or trying to take over the 
Ministry of Magic. The S.S was 
basically Hitler's right hand and 
bodyguard; he would send them out 
to make sure his annies were doing 
their jobs and to make sure the war 
was going as planned. Finally , the 
last comparison between characters 
and groups in the novel can be seen 
in the three schools, which are 
discussed throughout the series. 
Hogwarts can be seen as England . 
due to it being residing there . 
Drumstrang, another wizarding 
school, is thought to reside in the 
Far East, due to the students wearing 
all fur because the climate is so cold . 
This can be seen as Russia , which 
would make Drumstrang the Soviet 
Union . The last school is called 
Beauxbatons , an all girls' 
school.which is though t to be in the 
west; it can be seen as possibly 
representing France due to the girls · 
accents, especially Fleur Delacour. 
'"Arry,' she said in a throaty vo ice. 
· Eet ·as been too long! ,,. Hogwarrs, 
Drumstrang, and Beauxbatons 
represent three major players in 
World War ll, England, Soviet 
Union. and France. While these 
three schools represent the allies, 
Vo ldemort and hi s followers 
represent Germany. 
Another similarity between the 
book seri es and World War II is 
what both wars were mainly about, 
which is about race, or in other 
words blood. In the series , Harry 
Poller. there are three groups of 
humans: "pure bloods," "half 
bloods ," and "muggles." " Witches 
and wizards who come from 
historically magica l families ("pure 
blood") are superior to those from 
non-magica l families or 
human/creature hybrids like half-
giants, centaurs , or werewolves," 
(Chappell 288). This is similar to 
Hitler ' s view of the Aryan race 
being the superior race. He thought 
pure blood Aryans meaning, blue 
eyed, blond hair, and tall Aryans 
were the only ones worthy to live 
and rule our world , similar to how 
Voldemort and his followers believe 
magic should only be taught to 
wizards who are from a pure blood 
descent. "Many of our oldest family 
trees become a little diseased over 
time,' he said as Bellatrix gazed at 
him, breathless and imploring ' you 
must prune yours, must you not, to 
keep it healthy? Cut away those 
parts that threaten the hea lth of the 
rest ," (Harn' Potter and the Death(v 
Hallows l 0) . Voldemort is saying 
that when a fa mily tree as old as the 
Malfoy 's, for example, gets infected 
with a " non-pure blood," then they 
11 12 
must be eradicated. [n the seventh 
novel there is a statue, which Harry 
thought originally was just wizards 
sining on a giant throne being 
worshipped by muggles . However, the 
statue shows something much more 
hOITifying, what he thought were 
decoratively carved thrones were 
actually mounds of carved humans: 
hundreds and hundreds of naked 
bodies, men, women, and children, all 
with rather stupid, 
which was the catalyst for 
the war. Finally. the last group of 
humans in the series is given the 
name "muggles" meaning humans 
who have no magical abilities. 
"Muggles" can be seen in World 
War II as representing racial 
groups, which are not part of the 
Jewish community and Aryan 
superior race, for example, Blacks, 
lndians, Japanese, Chinese, and 
Americans. 
ugly faces, twisted 
and pressed 
together ro support 
the weight of the 
handsomely robed 
wizards (Deathly 
Hallows 242). 
" ... the young 
generation of 
both Germans 
Besides the 
whole idea of blood 
and race another 
similarity between 
the book series and 
World War II is 
education. In both 
scenarios the young 
generation of both 
Germans and 
wizarding world 
were brainwashed 
to think they were 
the superior race . 
"Alecto, Arnycus's 
sister, teaches 
muggle studies, 
ext, is " half 
bloods" or 
·'mudbloods" which 
means, "' [t ' s a 
disgusting thing to 
call someone,"' 
said Ron , wiping 
his sweaty brow 
with a shaking 
hand. ' Dirty blood, 
and wizarding 
world were 
brainwashed 
to think they 
were the 
superior race." 
see. Common 
blood. [t's ridiculous . Most wizards 
these days are half-blood anyway. If 
we hadn't married muggles we ' d 've 
died out,"' (Chamber of Secrets 116). 
"Half bloods" are wizards and witches 
who come from "muggle" parents, but 
show mag ical abilities. In ten11S of 
World War II " half bloods" can be 
seen as the Jews or people who have a 
mix of German and something else. 
who were affected the most by 
Hitler 's war, since it was mai nly the 
hatred the Aryan race had for them, 
which is 
compulsory for everyone. We 've 
all got to listen to her explain how 
Muggles are like animals, stupid 
and dirty, and how they drove 
natural order is being 
reestablished," (Han·y Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows 574). This is 
similar to World War I[ in the fact 
that the German youth were 
brainwashed with ideas of Aryan 
supremacy, and non-German 
extermination. However, in the 
novel it is not just Voldemort and 
his supporters who attempt to 
control the minds of the wizarding 
youth, but also some of the ministry 
of magic, for example, Dolores 
Umbridge, who in her speech states 
that the ministry is going to start 
taking control of teaching at 
Hogwarts. "Move forward ... into a 
new era of openness, effectiveness, 
and accountabil ity, intent on 
preserving what ought to be 
preserved, perfecting what needs to 
be perfected, and pruning wherever 
we find practices that ought to be 
prohibited," (Helfenbein 505). Her 
speech, which occurs in book five is 
similar to Yoldemort's in book 
seven, except she is talking about 
teach ings in Hogwarts, which go 
agai nst what the Ministry of magic 
believes students should be learning. 
In conclusion, by using a 
postmodernism theory, one can 
di scern a parallel universe between 
the war with Yoldemort and World 
War II. This can be seen in an 
analys is of some of the characters in 
the nove l representing different 
players in World War II, for 
example, Yoldemort representing 
Hitler or the Death Eaters being 
similar to the S.S. The next 
similarity can be seen in the idea of 
race and blood in both the novels 
and the war. in the novel the 
Yoldemort ' s whole war was about" 
pure bloods" being superior to "half 
bloods" and ·'muggles;" this is 
similar to how Hitler thought the 
Aryan race was superior to all other 
races. Finally , the last similarity 
between the novel and the World 
War 11 is that in both the younger 
generations were brain washed to 
think a certain way. Though Harry 
Potter can be read in a post-
modernistic way, it is in its simplest 
form a nice fantasy child ' s book; it 
is by far my favorite literary series. 
13 
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The Global Water Crisis: Marginalization in Uganda 
Ellen Chambers 
The availability of water for the 
purpose of human consumption , as 
well as to maintain adequate 
sanitation levels , is crucial for 
survival and for 
adequate amounts of water for 
human survival is improved , and 
thus, to e nhance the overall quality 
of life of millions of people 
worldwide . 
the 
development of 
the human 
species on a 
global scale. 
Water is a 
significant 
factor in 
constituting the 
marginalization 
of human 
beings all 
around the 
world, which 
thus requires it 
to become a 
" ... requires it 
to become a 
f unda1nental 
Furthermore, it is 
crucial that member 
States of the United 
Nations are able to 
work together 
peacefully to adopt 
resolutions that will 
operate to ensure the 
elimination of the 
issue on the 
agenda of 
contemporary 
global 
rela t · ons." 
widespread 
marginalization that 
stems from a general 
lack of recognition of 
the severity of this 
fundamental issue on the agenda of 
contemporary global relations. 
Essentially, the State of Uganda 
suffers immensely from the 
profound effects of the current 
global water crisis , as well as from 
the severe sanitation standards that 
arise as a result of having I im ited 
access to clean water for dome tic 
purposes. Accordingly , a 
combi ned global effort in the form 
of a balanced and integrated 
approach is required to ensure that 
the abili ty to have access to 
issue. 
Inadequate and 
infrequent rainfall in recent years 
significantly reduces Uganda's 
ability to have access to a consistent 
supply of water that is sufficient for 
sustaining life where most of the 
lakes and rivers currently contain 
very little or no water. Due to the 
limited availabi lity of water, farmers 
don't have the ability to sustain 
crops and livestock which 
consequently diminishes the 
opportunity for the Ugandan people 
also to have access to adequate food 
sources. In saying this , the extreme 
drought conditions that are currently 
affecting Uganda make famine and 
malnutrition an inevitable outcome. 
Furthermore. an article written by 
Homer-Dixon introduces a new 
perspective of marginalization, 
which is characterized through the 
concept of resource war. Homer-
Dixon clearly highlights the global 
water scarcity problem as having the 
potential to ignite violence and 
armed conflicts amongst States. This 
is clearly evident when he states, 
... sensationalism distracts the 
public's attention from the real 
results of water scarcity. 
Shonages reduce food 
production, aggravate poverty 
and disease, spur large 
migrations, and undermine a 
State's moral authority and 
capacity to govern. Over time, 
these stresses can tear apart a 
poor society's social fabric, 
causing chronic popular unrest 
and violence (Homer-Dixon, 
The Myth of Global Water 
Wars, 1995). 
Furthermore, Article 25 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights states that "everyone has the 
right to a standard of living adequate 
for the health and well-being of 
himself and of his family including 
food ... " (U DHR, 2010). However, 
the lack of available food sources in 
Uganda threatens the overall quality 
of life for millions of people, thus 
making it essential for the 
international community to provide 
significant aid in order to relieve the 
severity of the water availability 
crisis, specifically in drought 
affected areas. 
Furthermore. Uganda's agricultural 
sector appears to be the most 
significant in tern1s of sustaining the 
economy, essentially through 
domestic and international exports. 
Uganda's primary exports consist of 
coffee, cotton. tea, gold and fish, 
which in recent years have declined 
in production as a result of 
insufficient rain fall (Nave, 2006) . 
Subsequently, Uganda is unable to 
maintain a steady national income, 
which therefore reduces its ability to 
develop methods and acquire 
resources that will help to alleviate 
the current water crisis . 
Contamination is also a significant 
issue in tenns of affecting the 
quality of the avai lable water 
sources in Uganda. Recent studies 
conducted into the pollutants of 
water in Uganda by the International 
Water Association highlight that a 
number of toxic chemicals make the 
majority of water sources unsafe for 
human consumption. Accordingly, a 
number of lakes in Uganda were 
found to have a high concentration 
of fluoride, which poses severe 
health risks to those who consume 
this contaminated water. These 
chemicals also provide an extreme 
threat to natural ecosystems. 
Furthermore, the chemicals and 
pollutants in the water are poisoning 
fish and other marine life, which 
subsequently has an impact on 
Uganda's economy as fish is one of 
the primary exports. 
Contamination of various lakes 
and rivers within Uganda also exist 
in the form of human and animal 
waste that thus introduces a 
significant sanitation problem. An 
overall lack of hygiene fac ilities 
means that people frequently wash 
their clothes and deposit w'aste into 
the lakes and rivers, therefore 
contributing to severe sanitation 
issues that make water unsafe for 
human consumption. Consequently, 
the lack of water for sanitation 
purposes contributes to a number of 
disease outbreaks and health risks. 
In saying this , diarrhea is one of the 
leading causes of death for children 
under the age of five (OHCHR, 
2009) . This problem specifically 
affects millions of people living in 
Northern Uganda, most of whom are 
recognized as internally displaced 
persons. In recent years, Uganda has 
been plagued by civil war, often 
forcing mass crowds to relocate in 
camps in the north. Subsequently, 
the lack of water and facilities to 
accommodate the needs of such 
large numbers results in extremely 
poor sanitation standards. 
Essentially, the adverse effects of 
the current water crisis within 
Uganda highlights a strong sense of 
injustice and marginalization for 
specific groups within the country, 
as well as more extensively in a 
global context. Domestically within 
Uganda, internally displaced persons 
and refugees experience the most 
extreme fonn of marginalization, 
despite comprising a sizeable 
portion of the current population. 
According to the UNHCR, there are 
currently 446,300 internally 
displaced persons living within 
Uganda and approximately 127,345 
refugees . However, the greatest 
concentration of these groups is 
situated in Northern Uganda , where 
insufficient access to clean wa ter for 
consumption and sani tation 
purposes, results in substandard 
living conditions, which thus 
establishes a strong sense of 
marginalization with respect to a 
specific group of people. Ultimately, 
refugees and internally displaced 
persons do not have a permanent 
home, lack the resources and aid to 
improve their circumstances, and are 
ultimately stripped of their identity. 
In saying this, they do not have a 
voice when it comes to influencing 
widespread change and are provided 
with minimal opportunities to 
improve for themselves the current 
life threatening situation they face 
with respect to having limited access 
to clean water that is adequate for 
sustaining life. 
However, in a much broader 
sense, the overall population of 
Uganda as a whole, as well as a 
significant portion of the people 
living within the African continent, 
is marginalized with respect to water 
as their geopolitical region is often 
overlooked. This is due largely to 
the underlying political assumption 
that developing countries offer 
minimal benefits to developed 
countries in return for providing aid, 
and therefore, powerful states 
maintain little interest within the 
area. Accordingly, it is clearly 
evident that widespread 
marginalization, both within Uganda 
and on a global contex t, hinders the 
overall outlook for refugees and 
internally displaced persons, as well 
as the likelihood of outside agencies 
committing to adopting immediate 
resolutions in order to reduce the 
17 
effects of the current global water 
cns1s. 
The solution to resolving the current 
water crisis, not only for the Nation of 
Uganda, but for a number of drought-
stricken countries throughout the 
world, relies on developing collective 
methods to both ensure the water that 
is currently available is kept free from 
contamination, as well as to guarantee 
pennanent access for all human 
beings. 
First Inaugural Address , 
President Roosevelt stated , '·We 
must act. We must act quickly·· 
(178). Therefore, his use of the 
word " we .. stresses the 
significance of a communal and 
integrated response. despite the 
main focus of his address being 
on stressing the importance of 
internal civic engagement 
domestically within the United 
States. 
Accordingly, in 
order to ensure 
that justice is 
achieved for 
those who are 
marginalized , 
recognition must 
first be given to 
the overall 
severity of the 
situation and the 
necessity of 
developing 
combined 
" . d t ... 1n or er o Furthermore, Roosevelt clearly 
places particular 
emphasis on the 
idea of acting 
ensure that 
justice is 
achieved for 
now , in the 
immediate future . 
The current 
global water 
crisis requires the 
same outlook: to 
be addressed 
promptly and 
with ultimate 
concern. efforts that will 
those who are 
marginalized, 
recognition must 
first be given .... " 
bring about 
immediate action. Furthermore, a 
combined global effort in the form of 
a balanced and integrated approach is 
required to ensure that all people's 
needs are met equally, regardless of 
distinctions such as race, ethnicity and 
social standing, which will thus 
reduce the basis for marginalization. 
Similar to the principles advocated by 
President Roosevelt, the global 
community needs to adopt ideals in 
wh ich the emphasis of communal 
action and an overall collective 
approach is maintained, in order to 
all ev iate the unjust effects of the 
current global water crisis. ln his 
Therefore, it is 
clearly evident, that in order to 
alleviate the severe effects of the 
global water crisis, and to ensure 
that marginalization in all forms 
with respect to water is 
eradicated. a strong focus needs 
to be placed on ci vie 
engagement on a global scale. 
Similarly, the ideals put 
forward by President Kennedy 
clearly reinforce those set out by 
Roosevelt , making the concept of 
civic involvement extremely 
applicable in eliminating all forms 
of marginalization that are 
associated with the current global 
water crisis. In his In augural 
Address Kennedy affirms , 
ow the trumpet summons us 
again - not as a call to bear 
arms - but a call to bear the 
burden of a long twilight 
struggle, year in and year 
out. . . a struggle aga inst the 
common enemies of man : 
tyranny , poverty . disease, and 
war it e lf. (194) 
Accordingly , Pres ident Kennedy 
is calling for ci vie engagement 
that can be app lied on a global 
scale, in order to address and 
focus one's attention on the issues 
that affect the common human 
species. Therefo re. thi s outlook is 
extremel y relevant and is required 
in contemporary soc iety to reduce 
the widespread marginalization 
that exi sts , specifica lly for 
refugees and internally displaced 
persons in Uganda. Furthermore , 
such outlook and its subsequent 
demand for immediate actions 
need to be taken by both 
governments and international 
organizations. as well as by the 
common person , in order to 
address the imbalance and 
injustice that currently exists with 
respect to the current global water 
crisis. It is also clear from the 
experience of participating in the 
LUMUN sessions , that there is a 
considerable need for a combined 
globa l approach to the issue of 
water security . as the adve rse 
affects and associated 
margi na lization is expe ri enced not 
only by Uganda , but in the 
majority of States throughout the 
world. Each of the delegates from 
their respective countries were able 
to work together peacefully to 
recognize the need for an immediate 
and integrated response, in order to 
improve the substandard living 
conditions of millions of people, 
which thus forms the basis of 
widespread marginalization. 
According to the 2006 Human 
Development Report, "Safe water 
and sanitation are fundamental to 
human development. When people 
are deprived in these areas, they face 
diminished opportunities to realize 
their potential as human beings . . . " 
(2006 Human Development Report 
- Beyond Scarcity: Power, Poverty 
and the Global Water Crisis). 
Consequently, the limited 
availability of water for human 
consumption, as well as severe 
contamination and sanitation 
standards, provide life threatening 
health risks to millions of people 
that are living within Uganda. 
However, it is essentially those 
categorized as refugees and 
internally displaced persons that are 
at the extreme margins, as they are 
deprived of a national identi ty, and 
therefore, are forced to live in 
substandard conditions. Ulti mately, 
to minimize such widespread 
marginalization, a balanced and 
integrated approach towards the 
issue of water security is required of 
all governments and organizations, 
as well as of the common person, in 
order to alleviate the effects of the 
current water crisis which is 
responsible for accentuating 
injustice and marginalization . 
20 
} 
Bibliography 
" Beyond Scarc ity: Power, Poverty and the Global Water Crisis." Human 
Development Rt7ports. The United Nations Development Program. 2006. 
Web . 3 ovember, 2010. 
Homer-Dixon , Thomas. "The Myth of Global Water Wars ." Toronto 
Glohe and Mail . 9 ovember, 1995. Web. 3 November, 20 I 0. 
" Issues in Focus: Sanitation." Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. 2009 . Web. 3 November, 
2010 . 
Kennedy. John F. " Inaugural Address. " Eds. Katrina Carter-Tellison and 
Joseph H. Hall. The Dialogues of Leaming: Justice and Civic 
Life Level 2. Copley Custom Textbooks: Acton, MA, 2008. 
192-1 95 . Print. 
Nave. Ari . Africana: The Encyclopedia of the African & African 
American Experience, Volume 5, Second Edition. Oxford 
University Press, 2005. 
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano. "First Inaugural Address." Eds. Katrina 
Carter-Tellison and Joseph H. Hall. The Dialogues of Leaming: 
Justice and Civic Life Level 2. Copley Custom Textbooks: 
Acton , MA , 2008. 176-1 80. Print. 
"The Universal Declaration of Human Rights." The United Nations. 
2010. Web. 3 November, 2010. 
21 
"2010 UNHCR Country Operations Profile - Cganda." UNHCR The 
. 
Refugee Agency. 20 10. Web. 3 )/ovember, 2010. 
J 
1 
J 
22 
Breaking the Chain or Strengthening it? 
A Feminist Criticism on "A New England Nun" 
Shawna Mann 
Similar to all great works there is 
always a debate amongst critics on 
the true meanings and symbols of a 
story. Of course, some even argue 
that thi s is how we can tell if the 
work is at all 
Caesar and his representation of her 
virginity, her aprons and the 
protection of her virginity. 
To begin , the reader can first 
pick out the stereotypical symbols 
and imagery for 
important and 
well written . 
Arguably, this 
is the best part, 
applying 
"To exemplify 
one should 
both the male and 
female sexes. This 
of course is one 
aspect of the story 
most critics will 
agree with. Both 
Louisa Ellis and 
Joe Dagget are 
portrayed with 
extremely 
conventional 
diction. To 
literary 
criticisms and 
deciphering its 
underling texts 
if they are 
existent. To 
illustrate, one of 
these literary 
focus on a few 
main aspects of 
this story 
through feminist 
criticism." illustrate: 
hot potatoes is 
the story " A 
New England Nun" by Mary E. 
Wilkins Freeman. Reading it from a 
feminist perspective one can argue 
against the common thought that the 
main character, Louisa Ellis is a 
feeble, neurotic woman but a self-
proclaimed autonomous one. To 
exemplify one should focus on a few 
main aspects of this story through 
feminist criticism. The first and 
overall theme is Louisa ' s road to 
autonomy. To adduce textual 
evidence, I will specifically focus on 
the overall stereotypes of the typical 
female and male roles , Louisa 's dog 
Joe is the 
proverbial 
bear in Louisa ' s china shop . 
Joe Dagget ' s ' course 
masculine presence," his 
' bolt upright ' carriage, his 
' large face,' 'heavy ' feet and 
step, ' loud voice ,' and 
' awkward movements ' are 
skillfully contrasted with 
Louisa' s ·gently erect ' 
carriage, her ' smoother and 
fairer face,' her slender 
hands,' her ' pretty manner ' 
and ' soft grace' (Tritt 35) . 
Of course thi s imagery becomes 
truly ironic once the reader goes 
more in depth and finds Louisa to be 
your nonconventional nineteenth 
century female character. 
Unfortunately, when this sto1y is read 
through a male perspective 
Louisa is deemed as a spinster, "an 
idea bred by a male-dominated 
society" meaning she is unmarried 
with the negative connotation of being 
too old to marry (Couch 189). 
Conversely, looking at this from a 
female perspective it is quite obvious 
that Louisa is not a spinster nor is she 
a selfish woman as many male critics 
like to quote. She is all too aware of 
the loss that is about to ravish her 
world. As Martha J. Cutter writes in 
her critical essay on Louisa : " [she] 
depicts and 'either or' attitude toward 
self hood and marriage" (Reichardt 
180). What Cutter is saying is that 
Louisa knows that once she marries 
Joe, she will lose her home, her things 
will no longer be just hers, her free 
time to do things that she likes will 
now be taken up by tending to Joe ' s 
bigger home, his mother, and 
company, her freedom to express 
herself, and of course her virginity 
will also be taken away. ot to 
mention, Louisa has already lost so 
much by being engaged to Joe . She 
missed out on her youth because she 
was stuck waiting 14 years for him to 
come back, and it could have been 
longer. She missed the joys of being 
young, of having a boyfriend and 
exploring li fe mentally, emotionally, 
and physically. Promising herself to 
Joe destroyed Louisa, and marrying 
him would only do furthe r damage. 
Continuing, in the entrance of Joe we 
find " He felt surrounded by a hedge of 
fairy lace. He was afraid to stir lest 
he should put a clumsy foot or 
hand through the fairy web, and he 
has always the consciousness that 
Louisa was watching fearfully lesi 
he should" (Freeman). This gives 
the image of Joe's clumsy hand 
breaking the "fairy web" which is 
representative of the lace on 
Louisa's apron suggesting " that 
Louisa's real fear is Joe ' s 
dominance ... " (Pryse 293). Of 
course she still keeps her promise 
to him until she finds out the truth 
which is that Joe does not want to 
marry her either. By letting Joe 
marry Lily Dyer, Lou isa gets to 
continue her solitary life and 
maintain control. 
Equally important and quite 
similar to Louisa's fear of Joe's 
dominance is the issue of Louisa 's 
dog Caesar and what he truly 
represents. Many like to think he 
symbolizes her vision of freedom , 
while others like to imagine 
Caesar as a representation of her 
virginity and sexuality. Marjorie 
Pryse, a well versed critic on 
Freeman. asserts the theory that 
Caesar embodies Louisa's own 
vis ions fo r herself. This means 
when Joe comments on letting 
Caesar free one day he will take 
Louisa's creativity away as 
well.To illustrate: "Louisa senses 
that setting the dog free would turn 
him into a ·very ordinary dog', just 
as emerging from her own 
' hut" ... and marrying Joe Dagget 
would transform her. .. into a 
'very ordinary ' woman ' "(Pryse 
292). Pryse affirms that her 
cardinal fea r is Joe turn ing her into 
a conventional woman, stripping 
23 
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her of her originality. 
Yet on the other hand, there is the 
argument that Caesar is the 
personified version of Louisa's 
sexuality/virginity. While both of 
these arguments are valid, I 
personally tend to agree with this 
interpretation. First , as Ben Couch 
poin ts out, Caesar can be 
considered a hermit. Of course not 
by his choice, 
Louisa· s ~exual longing. Thus, 
meaning the chain around Caesar is 
a form of repression on her 
sexuality. Couch affirms that ··she 
retains her reign over Caesar and 
preserves her sexual fantasy, her 
idealistic vision of her overpowering 
sexuality" (Couch 196). He believes 
that Louisa is more afraid of giv ing 
into her sexuality. and if we go back 
but all and all it 
is the same . He 
feels that we can 
use this distinct 
feature when 
comparing 
Caesar to Louisa, 
because she is 
looked at as a 
spinster which is 
preny much a 
female hermi t. In 
addition, the 
reader is to ld 
"this long 
to a previous 
argument , givi ng Joe 
her sexuality will turn 
term 
engagement 
kept Louisa 
from 
her overpowering 
~exual fantasies into 
" very ordinary" ones. 
This relates back to 
her fear of becoming 
traditional. 
The second 
experiencing 
life." 
interpretation is 
strictly rel ated to 
Louisa's virginity that 
she wants to keep 
that Caesar has been ostracized in 
his youth because he bit a person . 
He was deprived "of all innocent 
canine joys" (Freeman) . Similarly, 
Louisa has been ostracized in her 
youth by promising herself to Joe. 
As I previously mentioned, this 
long term engagement kept Louisa 
from experiencing life . Thus, 
when Joe returns and says he is 
going to let Caesar free, Louisa is 
terrified because in all ways 
possible , Caesar has represented 
her virginity and sex ua lity This 
interpretation can now mean two 
different things . First there is 
Caesar as Louisa·s sex uality . Thi s 
would mean that the bite that cost 
Caesar his freedom ~ym bolizes 
intact, meaning " that 
the dog embodies the disturbances 
which she has di ligently been 
purifying from her life" (Reichardt 
169). The bite then symbolizes Joe's 
promise to Loui sa, a promise that 
will eventually take away her 
innocence just like her vision of 
.. innocent children bleeding in 
[Caesar's) path" (Freeman). This 
image becomes a very sexually 
stimulated vision , with the children 
bleed ing representing the blood 
during Louisa and Joe 's first sexual 
encounter. 
With Louisa· s virginity in mind, 
we can now move to yet another hot 
topic which is her aprons. In the 
scene before Joes arrival, Louisa 
removes a ·'green gingham apron , 
disclosing a shorter one of pink and 
white print" (Freeman) .-Once she 
hears Joe, she then procee<ls to 
remove the pink and white apron and 
"under that was still another white 
linen with a little cambric edging on 
the bottom" (Freeman). Once Joe 
leaves her house she puts the other 
aprons back on and cleans the mess he 
made. Louisa's three different aprons 
cause quite the quarrel between 
critics. I agree with Pryse when she 
affinns that "each [ apron is] 
suggesting symbolic if not actual 
defense of her own virginity" (293 ). 
Of course, Couch makes a great point 
when he states ·'the textsupports a 
reading that allows us to see Louisa 
letting down her guard on her 
virginity with the man she is about to 
marry" (195). I believe that it is 
possible Louisa might be 
unconsciously letting down her guard, 
but once Joe leaves she realizes the 
mess he has created and puts her 
guard back up. 
In short, by reading thi s fantastic 
story through a feminist critical 
theory, one finds that through 
redirecting her restraints on herself to 
Caesar, a historical name that can only 
help but represent the times where a 
patriarchal society ruled :· Louisa 
exerts her own control over masculine 
forces which threaten he autonomy" 
(Pryse 292 ). Louisa Ellis defends her 
sexuality and her virginity through her 
layers of aprons and an ostracized 
canine. She gains her stature as a 
happy, unmarried woman living a 
solitary life the way she wanted. She 
satisfactorily surpassed the common 
conclusion that in order to gain 
autonomy a woman must lose her 
se'<uality along with her happiness. 
She beat the common stereotype of 
being a spin~ter and relinquished any 
burdens on herself, as well as the ones 
she held on Joe Dagget by letting him 
marry LIiy Dyer. 
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The American Dream seemed so Far and A way 
Kenzie P. Maloney 
For the length of its existence as a 
nation , America has been inseparable 
from the idea of the American 
Dream . In the movie. Far and Awav 
the director Ron Howard has painted 
these freedoms and set out to satisfy 
their dreams by traveling westward 
en route for America. 
There are three main aspects of the 
American Dream that are represented 
in the movie Far 
a lucid portrait of 
the trials and 
tribulations it took 
for Irish 
immigrants to 
obtain the 
American Dream. 
Along with many. 
the Irish 
" .. .longed for and Away. One aspect 
represented was 
land ownership. 
The second was 
freedom . and the 
third was the 
ability to move 
up in society . immigrants 
longed for 
freedom: freedom 
to reside in a 
society that 
projected the 
ability to attain 
equality and 
f recdom, freedom 
to reside in a 
society that 
projected the 
ability to attain 
equality and 
freedom to own 
In the late 
1800s , Ireland 
had been plagued 
by British , 
Protestant rule . 
Irish Catholics 
were unable to 
land." 
freedom to own 
land . This began the quest to achieve 
the American Dream. 
Far and Away is the story of two 
Irish immigrants in search of 
freedom : Joseph Donnelly . a 
poverty stricken you ng man in 
search of owning his own land and 
living a prosperous life . Shannon 
Christie, a financial ly stable yet 
morally broke young woman in 
search of the freedom to control her 
own life and escape the traditional 
ways of her parents . Joseph and 
Shannon are intent on conquering 
acquire careers 
and were not allowed to purchase 
land; they were considered the lowest 
class , which was a direct result of the 
Irish Potato Famine. 
The Irish potato famine was not 
simply a natural disaster. It was 
a product of social causes. 
Under British rule , Irish 
Catholics were prohibited from 
entering the professions or even 
purchasing land. Instead, many 
rented small plots of land from 
absentee British Protestant 
landlords. Half of all 
landholdings were less than 5 
acres in 1845 (Mintz). 
The quote above is evident in Far 
and Away when the audience is 
shown the plot of land on which the 
Donnelly family had lived. The land 
was minuscule and unable to keep 
up with the turnover of food that 
was needed to survive. The ground 
was filled with rocks. which made 
the land hardly abundant and the 
plot was placed on a steep hill that 
received the salty air off the Irish 
Sea. Nothing about this plot of land 
was decent; it made li fe for the Irish 
Catholics , Joseph's family, 
extremely difficult. Upon Joseph 's 
fathe r's death, the landlord , Daniel 
Christie, Shannon's Father , 
requested the house be set ablaze. 
Despite longing for land of hi s own, 
Joseph would have been left with 
nothing but the ash from the only 
home he ehad ever known. 
Joseph sets out with the 
dream of owning his own land . 
Along the way he attempts to kill his 
landlord. in revenge for taking his 
long hoped for inherited land. 
Instead of ki ll ing Christie, he injures 
himself, which causes the Christie 
family to take him in and heal his 
wounds whi le they plan for his 
hanging for attempted murder; this 
is when Joseph learns of the 
Oklahoma Land Run in America by 
word of Shannon, who also favors 
lea\·ing Ireland in an attempt to 
escape her traditional parents' way 
of life and acquire land as well. 
The Oklahoma Land Run was set 
in place to support Westward 
Expansion in the United States of 
America. President Harrison signed 
The Indian Appropriations Bill of 
1889 that authori zed him to open up 
the two million acres in the 
Oklahoma territory for settlement . 
On Monday, Apri l 22. 1889. 
some 50,000 eager settlers 
anxiously waited behind 
various starting li nes on the 
border of the unassigned lands 
of the Oklahoma District , 
nearly 2 million acres of real 
estate smack in the heart of 
official Ind ian Territory 
(present-day Oklahoma) . They 
had come to clai m the 10 ,000 
homesteads the federal 
government was making 
available to them in the first 
Oklahoma Land Run 
(Phillips). 
The above quote shows the rat io of 
free land to the number of people 
eager to settle. The American 
government proposed this 
opportunity at a time when 
prosperity was blossoming. The 
movie places Joseph and Shannon 
amongst the fifty thousand people in 
a race to claim their plots. Joseph 
and Shannon , two Irish immigrants 
who were in search of the freedom 
of owning their own land had 
accumulated it, but not without a 
goal in mind , a dream , a dream that 
had only been obtainable in 
America , the American Dream . 
Joseph and Shannon saw 
America as not on ly the land of 
opportunity but also the land of 
freedom. They were leaving a 
country that had been so harshly 
ruled by Protestants. Protestants li ke 
the Christie's despised Joseph and 
his people for their beliefs. Joseph 
was not just searching for freedom to 
own his own land . but freedom to 
practice whichever religion he wished 
and not be discriminated against by a 
Protestant government that limited all 
aspects of his life in Ireland. Shannon 
was searching for the freedom to 
control her own life . In Far and Away 
it was extremely evident that Shannon 
was expected to always act in an 
obedient manner and do everything 
that her parents 
"social revolution" as 
described by Ephraim 
Peabody , member of an old 
Yankee family. In 1847 . the 
first big year of Famine 
emigration.the city was 
swamped with 37,000 lrish 
Catholics arriving by sea 
and land (The History 
Place) . 
Joseph and Shannon were 
blindsided when they 
demanded of 
her. She was 
tired of the 
traditional 
lifestyle her 
parents were 
pushing upon 
her and longed 
for a modern 
lifestyle 
showcased in 
" .. . they \Vere 
categorized as 
the lowest 
arrived in Boston. 
Joseph was able to 
adjust quickly because 
he was used to being 
treated poorly but 
Shannon had a harder 
class in 
society ... '' 
time adjusting. They 
both seemed 
disappointed when 
they arrived in 
America. 
Having left Ireland on a Ship 
bound for Boston, Massachusetts 
Joseph and Shannon were on their 
way to achieve the freedoms they had 
wished for. The land of opportunity 
and freedom had not been all that 
welcoming at first towards the two 
immigrants 
The roughest welcome of all 
would be in Boston, 
Massachusetts, an Anglo-Saxon 
city with a population of about 
I 15 .000. It was a place run by 
descendants of English Puritans. 
men who could proudly recite 
their lineage back to 1620 and 
the Mayflower ship. Now, some 
two hundred thirty years later , 
their city was undergoing 
nothing short of an unwanted 
America because it 
was clear they had a vision in their 
minds of how their arrival would 
play out. Joseph and Shannon 
quickly realized that they needed 
to take America on one dream at a 
time , and once they did that. they 
began to see that, living in 
America , they finally had the 
ability and freedom to create their 
own destiny. 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt once said , " In the truest 
sen e. freedom cannot be 
bestowed; it must be achieved." 
This quote represents the 
American Dream in the most 
accu rate ense of the phrase . When 
Joseph and Shannon first arrived 
in America they were categorized 
as the lowest class in society; this 
was a shock for Shannon and a 
29 
burden for Joseph , because part of 
his quest was to escape Ireland 's 
harsh social class system. Once 
Joseph and Shannon acquired jobs in 
a chicken processing plant they 
slowly began to realize what they 
could do to move up in society. 
They realized that it was going to 
take trials and tribulations, successes 
and failures, to get where they 
wanted to go and whatever they did . 
they knew to never lose sight of the 
dreams they shared. 
Joseph and Shannon were not 
alone in their pursuit to discover 
these freedoms; many immigrants 
had the same goals in mind , as they 
still do in modern day America. 
Searching for a way of life that was 
never deemed the phase ·'American 
Dream" until the year 1931 , when 
James Truslow Adams, an American 
writer and historian, finally put a 
name to a goal so many people have 
traveled to America in search of. 
In his book The Epic of 
America, historian James 
Truslow Adams first coins the 
term "the American Dream ." 
He states," [The American 
Dream is] that dream of a land 
in which life should be better 
and richer and fuller for 
everyone, with opportunity for 
each according to ability or 
achievement. .. it is ... a dream 
of soc ial order in which each 
man and each woman shall be 
ab le to attain to the fulle st 
stature of which they are 
innately capable, and be 
recognized by others for what 
they are, regardless of the 
fortuitous circumstances of 
births or position (Adams 
1931: 404) (Hanlon). 
Shannon and Joseph ' s three main 
dreams of owning land , the freedom 
to express their own beliefs, and 
escaping restrictions of a tainted 
class system were very much the 
American Dream despite not having 
a label to identify it. 
Today 's audience can look at Far 
and Away and put themselves in 
Joseph and Shannon 's shoes, not 
necessarily in the same aspects as 
the pair, but in the sense that it is 
inevitable; you are going to fail, but 
it is how you respond to that failure 
that will help build the foundation of 
your destiny . Many today can relate 
to Far and Away in a few aspects 
because some of them remain 
significant , such as immigration and 
freedom from oppressive 
governments. 
Far and Away successfully 
showcased how difficult life had 
been for Irish immigrants in the late 
1800s, but also illustrated a brilliant 
journey that two Irish immigrants 
took to acquire the American 
Dream. Joseph and Shannon 
achieved all their dreams , and there 
was only one place that could help 
them accomplish it: America. The 
voyage may have been toward an 
idea so vague, but the dreams were 
so real. 
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Has the Dream Changed? 
Gabriela Herskowitz 
The movie, Wall StreeI Money 
Never Sleeps, depicts how the 
American Dream is no longer about 
humble ambition . This movie shows 
how greed and money has corrupted 
and blinded the people of this 
country from being satisfied by just 
making their American Dream a 
reality. Although 
disappeared and an imposter has 
taken its name. 
Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps 
is a continuation on Oliver Stone ·s 
I 987, movie Wall Street. lt begins 
with Gordon Gekko being released 
from jail. Gordon Gekko was a wel l-
known financier who was sent to jail 
for insider trading in 
the movie is 
fictitious, it cut. 
close to the bone 
of the Unites 
States ' current 
economic 
situation . Also, it 
shows the terrible 
turn the Dream 
has made and 
emphasizes how 
money is the 
"Money 
drives people 
to do things 
that go 
beyond 
dishonesty." 
the first movie . Wall 
Street. Although 
Gekko was released 
from jail and paid his 
debt to society . it is 
apparent he has not 
learned his lesson. 
Throughout this 
movie Gordon Gekko 
proves to be as 
dishonest as before 
primary motive in this country. 
Money drives people to do things 
that go beyond dishonesty. 
Furthermore, thi s movie may not be 
real. but it shines a light on the 
behaviors and mentality of 
America· s current society. As the 
story goes on, it becomes apparen t 
that the financial industry is no 
longer fo r hard work ing men and 
women. It has become a place for 
people who have the abi lity to li ve 
life without a con cience and no 
moral compass. These realities show 
that the American Dream has 
and will do anythi ng 
to get back his wealth and status as 
one of his best in the business. He 
uses his daughter's fiance. Jake 
Moore, who is a young and up and 
coming trader, to manipulate her. 
The situation Gekko creates, to get 
his hands on the money he put 
underneath his daughter'~ name. ends 
up ruining their relationship and their 
trust in one another (Karger I ). 
Movie reviewer, Dave Karger. 
noted, '· It 's hard to escape the 
movie 's relevance ... Brolin hopes 
audiences will ask question s abou t 
the ethics of the banking industry·· 
Karger is pointing out that the 
setting and message of this movie is 
that Wall Street in New York is full 
of corruption. Also , the li fe styles of 
the men and women who work on 
Wall Street are not really built on 
hard work but on lies and the ab ility 
to make money regardless if it hurts 
their customers. Also, the movie 
raises the questions of did the 
fi nancial industry really know what 
it was doing , and did the money that 
could be made blind the compan ies 
fro m making good decisions? 
The movie is relevant to today's 
American Dream because it includes 
the economic crash in 2008 , which 
was a result of people indulging in 
the stereotypical American Dream 
and a suburban house they had 
always dreamed of having , but were 
not able to afford . This was a 
moment in time when many people 
who had a subprime mortgage 
realized that their American Dream 
was gone , not because it was not a 
reality, but because they forgot the 
most important part of the American 
Dream , hard work. Not everyone 
with a subprime mortgage was 
aware of what it was, but others did 
not take the time to think if they 
were buying a house that was 
financially out of their reach , or if 
maybe there was a catch . A lot of 
them learned the hard way; if 
something looks too good to be true. 
it usually is . 
·'Suburbs were reinterpreted as 
the ultimate path to material success 
and the true express ion of the 
American Dream" (Hanlon 2). This 
quote from Once the American 
Dream: Inner- Ring Suburbs of the 
Metropolitan United States is 
referring to a change in the way 
people think of the American 
Dream. Originally, the dream was 
supposed to be whatever anyone 
wanted to do with his or her life . 
However, somehow the American 
Dream transformed into a litany of 
material things that people are 
expected to work toward and 
achieve. It became no longer about 
achieving an indi vidual's dream , but 
rather fitting the idea of what soc iety 
thought people at a particular age 
were suppose to want. The Dream 
became about trying to obtain a 
bigger paycheck and living in 
excess, rather than doing what 
would make them happy. 
·'This dream took concrete form 
in the physical structure of the 
suburban house , usually complete 
with an automobile and private 
yard" (Hanlon 2) . Th is is what the 
American Dream became: a house 
with the stereotypical 2.5 kids, 
perfect hard working husband and 
later in time , an equally hard 
working wife , a nicer car and a 
white picket fence that su rrounded 
the suburban house. Although there 
is nothing wrong with people 
wanting to move up in life and 
getting bigger and better things. it is 
wrong when they will do anything 
for it , even jeopardizing other 
people, or hurting people they love 
for money . That is what Wall S1reet 
Money Never Sleeps is all about, the 
deceit , not just in business but in 
fa mily as well . 
Oliver Stone , the director of the 
movie, initially came up with the 
idea for Wall Street from his 
personal experience with living that 
li fe style . His fa ther worked on Wall 
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Street and was always roo busy for 
him. His dad was off living his 
American Dream, which was to 
make money and make a name fo r 
himself on Wall Street. Stone saw 
firsthand how overcompensated the 
financial industry was and 
recognized that al though it looked 
pretty from the outside, it was really 
a sad life from the inside . " Fewer 
and fewer traders, it seemed , were 
content to make money the o ld-
fashioned way. and the unfortunate 
result was a noticeable re laxation of 
ethical standards" (Arsenault 17). 
The idea of hard work lead ing to 
achieving the American Dream went 
out the window. People began to 
think that they were entitled to 
things, rather than believing they 
needed to work hard for them. It was 
like the American Dream was not 
about being a humble person 
wanting to better themselves , but 
about people who were willing to do 
anything to get where they wanted 
to be . Morals and ethics were no 
longer conflicting issues with 
making decisions because there 
were no rules except to make as 
much money as possible. When thi s 
started to happen, society lost the 
real concept of the American Dream 
and somehow forgot what its true 
meaning was. 
"Someone reminded me I once 
said greed is good. Now it seems it ·s 
legal" (S tone 20 10). This statement 
from Gordon Gekko in the movie 
Wall Street: Muney Ne1•er Sleeps i5 
such a cruci al line in the movie . It is 
important because he i not just an 
average man in the business world 
pointing out that corruption has 
taken over the industry; he is a man 
who was busted for being corrupt 
during a ti me period where it 
actually was looked down upon. It 
also is a critical statement because it 
shows insiders admitting that things 
have gone wrong . Also , morals are 
non-existent ; people are willing to 
do the wrong thing for money if 
g iven the opportunity , especially 
when they suspect they can get away 
with it . That is the message Gordon 
Gekko is really promoting , that the 
new American Dream is all about 
mak ing fast money even if it is 
illegal and trying to get away with 
the crime . The other point Gekko is 
getting at is even if transactions are 
considered illegal, the likelihood of 
anyone having to take responsibility 
for it is unheard of. That is the new 
next stage of the American Dream . 
Furthermore, the American 
Dream has taken numerous forms 
over the years . It has changed from 
being about aspiring to have your 
dream life to a house in the suburbs. 
and finally to make a ton of money 
and getting away with it. These 
changes are a reflection of the 
society's mentality and moral s. But 
the modesty of the American Dream 
seems to have become something of 
the past. Hard work is no longer 
necessary to make your dream come 
true; all one needs is an absent 
conscience. From what one has seen 
in real life and in the movie Wall 
Street: Money Never Sleeps. it is 
clear there are plenty of people who 
are willing to be corrupt. 
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Nightmares & Dreams 
Brooke LaMothe 
The American poet, Archibald 
MacLeish, said, "There are those 
who will say that the liberation of 
humanity, the freedom of man and 
mind is nothing 
his current situation and strives for 
his American Dream. 
Chris Gardner is played as a very 
strong character by the actor Will 
Smith. In a similar 
but a dream. They 
are right. It is the 
American 
Dream" 
(MacLeish). 
Interestly , many 
Americans feel 
strongly about 
their country's 
dream. 
Americans like 
letting their 
minds wonder 
" ... the American 
Dream is 
manner, The 
Death of a 
Salesman strongly 
relates to the 
American Dream. 
The main 
character, William 
Loman, goes 
overboard and 
loses his mind 
over not achieving 
his own goals. 
something 
fearfully and 
wonderfully 
made by each 
individual." In real life, 
Chris Gardner, about, and having 
no restraints, on their future 
ambitions. Therefore, the American 
Dream is something fearfully and 
wonderfully made by each 
individual. The American Dream is 
about taking a person's current 
situation. and their ab ility to strive 
for more. and combining them. It is 
their ability to come out from 
nothing, and working hard , to meet 
lofty goals. This point of view is 
depicted in the film The Pursuit of 
Happiness. 
The movie , The Pursuit of 
Happin ess. demonstrates the 
American Dream through telling the 
story of Chris Gardner. This paper 
upon who the movie is based is a 
perfect example of the American 
Dream. Gardner was born in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin to Thomas 
Turner and Bettye Jean Gardner. 
According to this biography, Gardner 
did not have many positive male role 
models as a child. His father was 
living in Loui siana during his birth, 
and his stepfather was physically 
abusive to Chris Gardner, his mother , 
and siblings. 
The late I 960s and early 1970s 
were a time of political and musical 
awakening for Gardner. According to 
this biography, he developed a deep 
sense of black pride as he became 
acquainted with the works of 
Martin Luther King Jr.. Malcolm 
X. and Eldridge Clea\'er. 
However, hi s world view went 
beyond the African American 
experience. Inspired by hi s Uncle 
Henry's worldwide adve ntures in 
the U.S. Navy . Gardner en li sted 
when he finished schoo ling. 
After this experience he got 
married. On June 18. 1976. Chris 
Gardner married Sherry Dyson , a 
Virginia nati ve and an educationa l 
whiz in mathematics . 
Subsequentl y, he began an affair 
with a dental student named Jackie 
Medina , who became pregnant 
with his child onl y a fe w months 
into the affair. After three year of 
marriage to Sherry. he left her to 
move in with Jackie and to 
prepare for fatherhood. 1 n 1986 . 
after nine years of be ing with 
Jackie , he divorced Sherry. 
Christopher Medina Gardner 
was born on January 28, 1981. 
After the birth . Gardner's 
relationship with Jack ie started to 
fall apart. She charged him with 
beating her , an al legation that 
Gardner denies to this day, and 
she left him . She took their son 
with her and moved to the_ East 
Coast . 
In 1987 , Chri s Gardner 
established his brokerage firm. 
Today, Christopher Gard ner is the 
owner and CEO of Gardner Rich 
LLC , with offices in :'-:e w York , 
Chicago , and San Fra nc isco 
(www .chri sgardnermedia.com). 
The film ' s depiction of 
Gardner relates to the American 
Dream in many ways, but differs 
from his life. One of the elemental 
scenes in the film was when Gardner 
had to study in the hallway while his 
son slept in the homeless shelter. In 
life, his son was not with him during 
this time. Throughout the movie 
Chris Gardner was faced with many 
hardships similar to his life, which 
included being homeless. Even 
though Chris Gardner was homeless, 
he still never made an excuse for not 
getting to work on time or giving up 
on his dream . Throughout the 
movie, Chris Gardner is constantly 
faced with misfo11unes, but never 
gives up hope. In the film Chris 
Gardner is viewed as a hard working 
person whose first priority is his son , 
and whose goal is to become a 
stockbroker (Dargis). 
Reflecting back on this film, 
Chris Gardner is shown to be an 
intelligent salesman who invests his 
family ' s savings into bone density 
scanners. This investment , which is 
unsuccessful. causes the relationship 
with his wife Linda to dwindle . She 
decides to leave and is no longer in 
the movie , due to her job 
opportunity in I ew York. This 
occurs in the movie . but not in his 
life. The wife leaves the son with 
Chris Gardner because ·she believed 
he would take better care of the 
child. 
In this part of the movie , the 
American Dream really shines . The 
government takes Chris Gardner's 
life savings of $600 for tax 
purposes , which results in Gardner 
and his son becoming homeless. 
Initially, Chris Gardner lives out of a 
train station bathroom for a night. 
On other nights, Chris would run to 
be at the Glide Memorial United 
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Methodist Church by five o · clock. 
to get a room . Without cash, Chris 
Gardner seeks an opportunity as a 
stockbroker through an internship at 
Dean Winter. Unfortunately. there 
are nineteen other candidates for the 
same position for which he is 
competing for. 
to his biography , he gave fifty 
mi II ion dollars to a project that 
created low-income housing and 
opportunities fo r employment in 
the area of the city where he was 
once home less. Therefore , Chris 
Gardner, and the film The Pursuit 
of Happin ess shows a positive 
On the last day of 
his unpaid internship , 
the top execu ti ves at 
Dean Winter called 
him into their office 
and let him know that 
''Now he 
,vould forge 
perspective of the 
American Dream 
(ww w. 
Tocqueville.org) . 
through his 
outstanding work he 
got the job. Chri s 
Gardner is overjoyed 
and runs to his son ' s 
a new 
destiny for 
himself." 
In co ntrast, The 
Death of a Salesman 
is the dark side of 
the American 
Dream . The movie 
ra ises a counter 
example of the day care to tell him it 
is all going to be okay now 
(Gardner and Rivas). 
This film demonstrates 
Benjamin Franklin's rags to ri ches 
story by demonstrating resi liency. 
In addition, Chris Gardner shows 
Skinner's concept that the 
American Dream rises out of 
cultural evolution. Clearly . Chris 
Gardner evolved with the times as 
he followed the works of Martin 
Luther King Jr., Malcolm X , and 
Eldridge Cleaver. No longer was it 
okay for him to accept his cultural 
destiny as a persecuted minorit y. 
ow, he would forge a new 
destiny for himself. 
Chris Gardner also shows 
elements of DeTocqueville ' s 
definition of the American Dream . 
DeTocqueville defines success by 
charity and good will towards 
men. Likewise, Chri s G ard ner 
gives towards charities. According 
American Dream. The film depicts 
the downfall of a good man. Willy 
Loman. His downfall shows how 
an everyday person can fall from 
grace. Willy Loman's American 
Dream falls apart in front of hi s 
ve ry eyes, making him go crazy. 
As Chris Gardner rises to 
greatness, Willy Loman's 
American Dream crumbles (Miller 
24-47) . 
A scene in the film that 
demonstrates the defeat of Willy's 
American Dream is when his wife, 
Linda, te lls Bi ff that Willy has 
attempted suicide by using the 
rubber tube found behind the washer 
and dryer. Obviously, Willy's 
American Dream is putting so much 
pressure on him that he feels the 
need not only to lie to everyone 
around him, but he even goes to the 
extreme level of tryi ng to end his 
life. 
Another scene that portrays 
Willy's American Dream is \\'hen he 
imagines the past, and how he was a 
successful salesman and Bi ff wanted 
to be just like him. This ~cene shows 
Willy's American Dream by 
conveying what his picture - perfect 
life would look like to him. In the film 
The Pursuit of Happiness, Ch ris 
Gardner"s American Dream is seen 
through the film when he is asked to 
go to a baseball game with his boss 
and finds himself riding in a nice car 
and sitting in the best seats in the 
stadium. 
In conclusion , many Americans 
feel strongly about their country's 
dream, and letting their minds wonder, 
and not have restraints on 
their future ambitions . Therefore. the 
American Dream is something 
fearfully and wonderfully made by 
each individual. The American Dream 
is about taking a person 's current 
situation and their ability to strive for 
more and their ability to come from 
nothing and work hard to meet lofty 
goals, even though there are risks. 
This point of view is depicted in 
the film The Pursuit of Happiness, 
which demonstrates the American 
Dream in a Positive way through the 
story of Chris Gardner. He takes his 
current situation and strives for his 
personal American Dream. The Death 
of a Salesman. the dark side of the 
American Dream is shown when 
Willy Loman 's American Dream falls 
apart in front of his very eyes. As 
Chris Gardner rises to greatness, 
Willy Loman 's American Dream 
crumbles . 
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-I Am A Little Monster 
Stephanie Loverde 
I believe that beauty is in the eye 
of the beholder. but more 
imponantly that beauty comes from 
within . If you do not feel beautiful 
on the inside. it will affect how you 
feel on the outside. Like Stefani 
Germanotta says. ·-rm beautiful in 
MY way ... ·· (Lady Gaga . -- sorn This 
Way." Born This Way, 
me that they no longer wanted to be 
friends. I started to lose hope and 
confidence. I started to think that 
maybe there was something wrong 
with me. or that I was a freak. 
My mom saw that I was upset and 
offered some motherly advice. '·Look 
in the mirror,'' she said, "and find one 
th ing about yourself 
Haus of Gaga.201 I). 
The Little 
Philosophy Book 
states." ... the key 
ingredient in our self-
identity is how we 
think of ourselves- . .... 
(Solomon 26) . 
Growing up . I never 
thought of myself as 
the popular kid in 
school or the most 
"Fitting in that you like.'' I tired so hard to find one 
thing about myself 
that I liked, but there 
was nothing . I saw a 
girl who did not 
seem to belong and 
who never would fit 
into that mold of 
,vas not 
s01nething I 
checked off 
on my to do 
list." being the most popular or the 
prettiest. It seemed 
beautiful girl on the block. I was a 
stereotypical nerd with glasses, 
braces, and short greasy hair. I got 
called names and was told l was 
considered a loser. Fitting in was not 
something l checked off on my to do 
list. I wanted to be liked more than 
anything. 
Like Siddhartha, I wandered to 
different groups, hoping I would find 
one that would make me achieve 
Nirvana, bur in my case , my irvana 
was happiness and acceptance. When 
I would find a group that I thought 
would accept me. they would tum 
their backs, make fun of me. and tell 
to me that I would never fi t in no 
matter how hard I tried. 
As life would show me, there was 
no real defi nit ion of fitting in. Every 
person has a different definition , yet I 
thought it meant you needed to act. 
look, and be like others when clearly 
that was not me . So, I followed my 
own path and fo und that I was unique 
in my own way , which lead me to 
discover a musica l artist who would 
change the way I felt about myself in 
the most dramatic way. Her name? 
Stefani Gennanotta, better known as. 
the one and only. Lady Gaga. Her 
message was strong and hit me like a 
41 
ton of bricks; you have to be unique , 
different , and shine in your own 
way. She was the first person who 
made me feel like it was perfect to 
be not so perfect. She helped me 
find my voice to be able to speak up 
and tell myself that I was beautiful 
and worth it. 
At her concert I went to in 2009 , 
she stood on stage and told us all 
that we are the popular kids, and the 
nerds and weirdos were on the 
outside of the arena. She created a 
name for all the people who felt 
different or unaccepted. She called 
them "Little Monsters," and 
reassured them that they were 
beautiful no matter what. In that 
moment of her speaking at the 
concert , I knew I was undeniably a 
"Little Monster." 
In her song "Born This Way," the 
lyrics say," .. . God makes no 
mistakes . . . " (Lady Gaga. Born This 
Way . Haus of Gaga , 201 I). That 
particular line reminded me of what 
was written in the Bible: "So God 
created man in his own image , in the 
image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them." 
(Genesis 1:27) . He who is perfect 
created each of us, me included , in 
his image , which makes me exactly 
what the lyrics say , not a mistake. If 
the big gun upstairs says that I am 
perfect, then it must be true . 
I have come a long way from the 
gi rl I used to be , I went from looking 
in the mirror and seeing someone 
with nothing to offer , to looking in 
the mirror and seeing a girl who is 
talented , worth it , and most of all 
beautiful ! I am still not one hundred 
percent confident within my skin. 
Sometimes, I feel like the nerdy girl 
who doesn' t belong, but then I 
remember that I am a Little Monster, 
and that I am beautiful in my way. 
